[11 operated cases of spontaneous hemopneumothorax].
During the period 1984-1993, we experienced 11 operated cases of spontaneous hemopneumothorax, which correspond 7.3% of total 150 cases of operated spontaneous pneumothorax. All cases were male, 19-36 years of age. From admission to the end of operation, 6 cases with hemorrhagic shock had bleeding of 2,305-6,670 ml, the average 3,708 ml, whereas 5 cases without shock had bleeding of 1,209-2,405 ml, the average 1,979 ml. In 9 cases operated within 5 days after admission (6 cases with shock and 3 cases without shock), the source of bleeding was detected, but in 2 cases operated over 6 days after admission, the source was not detected. For the emergency operation of hemopneumothorax, we employed axillary thoracotomy by half lateral position in order to avoid the blood pressure depression due to position changing of the patient. The operation performed safely with enough exposure, and all the patients recovered without severe complication. the treatment of spontaneous hemopneumothorax is better to choose early operation by axillary thoracotomy with half lateral position.